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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Dear Colleagues 

I very much hope that the summer break afforded you the time for some much-needed 
rest and relaxation with family, friends and loved ones, and that for secondary schools 
and colleges your examination results days had cause for much celebration, with our 
young people gaining the results they needed for the next stage of their education and 
training. 
 
As we start the new term, which promises to be as busy as ever, we hope that we get the 
opportunity to meet many of you at the celebration of Holy Mass for the start of the new 
term. Details of these Masses are given in item 8 below. 

As we embark on another year together, we enter the Season of Creation, and Education 
Sunday appears once more upon the horizon celebrating the great gifts and blessings 
that we have been entrusted with as teachers and leaders within our school 
communities. In 1977 The Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education shared with us 
‘The Catholic School’, a comprehensive document which nearly fifty years later, 
continues to remind us of the great challenge and prophetic nature of our work today: 

‘The extent to which the Christian message is transmitted through education depends to 
a very great extent on the teachers. The integration of culture and faith is mediated by the 
other integration of faith and life in the person of the teacher. The nobility of the task to 
which teachers are called demands that, in imitation of Christ, the only Teacher, they 
reveal the Christian message not only by word but also by every gesture of their 
behaviour. This is what makes the difference between a school whose education is 
permeated by Christian spirit and one in which religion is only regarded as an academic 
subject like any other. 

The Catholic school loses its purpose without constant reference to the Gospel and a 
frequent encounter with Christ. It derives all the energy necessary for its educational 
work from Him and thus creates in the school community an atmosphere permeated 
with the Gospel spirit of freedom and love. In this setting the pupil experiences their 
dignity as a person before they know its definition.’ 

We wish you all another rich and successful year of great blessings for 2025-26, assured 
of our continued prayers for your school communities. 

Richard 
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2. PILGRIMS OF HOPE - THE YEAR OF JUBILEE 
 

 

 

PILGRIMAGE OF THE JUBILEE ICONS OF THE VISITATION 

It has been wonderful to hear from schools of the many graces and blessings received 
whilst hosting the Icon of the Visitation. The icons will continue their pilgrimage from 
school to school from next week.  

For schools yet to receive the icon, full instructions concerning the practicalities of this 
venture are given in the electronic booklet available on  the Education Department 
website. 

QUILTED BANNER OF HOPE 

Many thanks to schools for sharing their patches with Jackie Walker. The quilted banner 
is coming along as you can see from the pictures below. 

Schools’ officers will look to collect any outstanding patches so all schools can be 
represented. No more ties needed!  

 

CREATIVE COMPETITION FOR SCHOOLS  

A polite reminder about the Department of Education creative competition for schools:  

What does it mean to me to be a Pilgrim of Hope? 

Individuals, groups, schools are invited to respond to the question above in a creative 
way, for example, through art, creative writing, music or song. As school communities 
are celebrating this Jubilee Year and engaging with the theme chosen by Pope Francis, 

For information ✓ 

For action ✓ 

https://educationshrewsbury.org/
https://educationshrewsbury.org/
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we know there will be many opportunities for our children and young people to explore 
this question in depth. 

Schools are invited to hold a competition internally and then share the top three entries 
with the Department of Education.  The deadline for entries is Friday 26th September. 

NB: All entries must be submitted digitally (e.g. if the entry is a piece of art, please take a 
picture of it/scan it and send the digital image). 

Please send all entries to education@dioceseofshrewsbury.org  

Winners of this competition will be announced at the close of the Year of Jubilee in 
November. 

 

 

3. DEPARTMENT STAFFING 
 
 

There are a number of changes to the Education Department for the 2025-26 academic 
year and the full list of roles and responsibilities are detailed below.  

• Director of Schools: 
Richard Woods - Richard.Woods@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 

• Deputy Director of Schools (Acting):  
Kevin Platt (seconded 0.6FTE) - Kevin.Platt@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 

• Religious Education and CSI Coordinator:  
Julia Cunningham - Julia.Cunningham@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 

• School Officers:  
Damian Cunningham - Damian.Cunningham@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 
Rob Hughes - Rob.Hughes@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 

Carol Morgan - Carol.Morgan@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 
Jackie Walker - Jackie.Walker@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 

• PA to the Director of Schools & Governance Support:  
Julie English - Julie.English@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 

• Administration Officer:  
Maggie Kowalska - malgorzata.kowalska@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 

Those schools who have been assigned a different School Officer for 2025-26 will have 
already been informed of these changes and the full list of School Officers can be found 
below. 

School Officers 2025-26 Link 

For information ✓ 

For action  

mailto:education@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
mailto:Richard.Woods@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
mailto:Kevin.Platt@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
mailto:Julia.Cunningham@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
mailto:Damian.Cunningham@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
mailto:Rob.Hughes@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
mailto:Carol.Morgan@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
mailto:Jackie.Walker@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
mailto:Julie.English@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
mailto:malgorzata.kowalska@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
https://educationshrewsbury.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Schools-officers-2025-26.pdf
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4. APPOINTMENT AND CHANGES OF HEADTEACHER  
 

 

The following colleagues take up post as Headteacher at the start of this term: 
 
Amy Butterfield St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Congleton 
Victoria Danton St Paul’s Catholic Primary School, Poynton 
Jo Dommett  Aquinas Catholic Sixth Form, Stockport 
Kathryn Dunne Our Lady of Pity Catholic Primary School, Greasby  
Maire Grealis  Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, Moreton 
Julie Le Feuvre St Bernard’s Catholic Primary School, Ellesmere Port 
Conor Meehan Our Lady & St Oswald’s Catholic Primary School, Oswestry 
Ciara Sharvin  Headteacher, Holy Family Catholic Primary School, Sale 
Elizabeth Simmons Headteacher, St Anthony’s Catholic Primary School,  
Alex Turner  St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Birkenhead  

 
We are grateful to the following colleagues who have taken on new responsibility as 
Acting Headteachers, Heads of School or Executive Headteachers this year: 

 
Steven Hatton Interim Executive Headteacher, St Augustine’s, Warrington 
Jenia Crabbe  Acting Headteacher, The Holy Spirit, Runcorn 
Andy McGlown Interim Executive Headteacher, Cardinal Newman, Warrington 
Helen Pinnington Interim Head of School, Cardinal Newman, Warrington 
Claire Sherry  Acting Headteacher, St Elizabeth’s, Manchester 
Jackie Summers Acting Headteacher, St Alban’s Macclesfield 
 
 

5. CANONISATION OF BLESSED CARLO ACUTIS AND BLESSED PIER 
GIORGIO FRASSATI 

 

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati and Blessed Carlo Acutis will be the first saints proclaimed 
by Pope Leo on 7th September.  

The canonization of Blessed Acutis, a teenager known 
for his devotion to the Eucharist and creating an online 
exhibition of Eucharistic miracles, had originally been 
scheduled for April 27 during the Jubilee of Teenagers 
but was postponed following the death of Pope Francis.  

For information ✓ 

For action  

For information ✓ 

For action  
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Born in 1991 and raised in Milan, Blessed Acutis used his tech skills to evangelize and 
was noted for his joyful faith and compassion for others before dying of leukemia in 2006 

at age 15. 

Blessed Frassati, born in 1901 into a prominent family in Turin, Italy, 
was admired for his deep spirituality, love for the poor and 
enthusiasm for life. A member of the Dominican Third Order, he 
served the sick through the St. Vincent de Paul Society. He died at 
age 24 after contracting polio, possibly from one of the people he 
assisted. 

Perhaps you might explore the life and legacy of these two 
remarkable young people in school. Mark 10 Mission have new videos for this Sunday (7th) 
with a focus on the saints: The Mark 10 Mission - YouTube 

Find out more about Blessed Pier here Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati 
 

 
6. THE SEASON OF CREATION 

 
 

The Season of Creation is a global ecumenical celebration of prayer and action to protect 
our common home which began on  1st September and finishes on the feast of St Francis, 
4th  October. During this season we are encouraged to pray and engage in community 
events in order to deepen our relationship with God, our neighbour and the earth we 
share, being ever more attentive to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. 
 
The theme of Pope Leo XIV’s message for the World Day of Prayer for the Care of 
Creation is ‘Seeds of Peace and Hope‘.  In his message for the Tenth World Day of Prayer 
for the Care of Creation, Pope Leo stresses that environmental justice – implicitly 
proclaimed by the prophets – can no longer be regarded as an abstract concept or a 
distant goal. Further details can be accessed via the link below. 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/season-of-creation/ 

 

7. EDUCATION SUNDAY 2025 
 

 

Education Sunday takes place each year on the second Sunday of September, and this 
year is observed on the 14th. Established by the Bishops in 1848, it is one of the oldest 
Days of Special Prayer in the liturgical calendar of England and Wales. 

For information ✓ 

For action  

For information ✓ 

For action  

https://www.youtube.com/@themark10mission
https://www.english.op.org/godzdogz/blessed-pier-giorgio-frassati/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/season-of-creation/
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This year's theme for Education Sunday is drawn from its Gospel reading of John 3:13-
17: The Son of Man must be lifted up. It takes place this year on the Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross. Ten years ago the then-Holy Father, Pope Francis, said 
during his Mass for this feast that a Christian 'must lower himself, as Jesus lowered 
himself: this is the path of humility.' Catholic education in Church schools and 
universities endeavours to acknowledge Jesus’ loving presence in the lives of young 
people as they work, learn, pray, grow in character and virtue, and discover their 
vocation. Education Sunday is an opportunity to showcase the works and fruits of 
this, especially locally.  
 
The CES has produced resources for schools to use ahead of this year's Education 
Sunday, and the Rt Rev Marcus Stock, Bishop of Leeds and Chair of the CES, has 
written a letter to all those within Catholic education to mark the occasion. Please 
follow the link below to access helpful resources and information. 
 
Education Sunday 2025 

 
 
 

8. MASSES TO CELEBRATE THE START OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR  
 

 
We have organised 3 Masses to mark the start of the 2025-26 academic year on the 16th, 
17th and 18th of September at differing locations across the Diocese. All Masses will begin 
at 4.30pm. 
 
16th September: St Joseph’s Catholic Church Upton, Wirral CH49 6LJ 
17th September: St Hugh’s Timperley Catholic Church, Timperley WA14 5NB 
18th September: St Alban’s Catholic Church, Macclesfield  SK11 8DJ 
 
Detailed car parking and hospitality arrangements will be emailed to all schools, and we 
very much hope that you and your staff and governors  are able to join us to celebrate 
Mass on one of these dates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For information  

For action ✓ 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/education-sunday/
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9. GOVERNOR AND DIRECTOR CODE OF CONDUCT FORMS 
 

 

A reminder that boards of directors and governors should be using the 2024 Code of 
Conduct forms. The forms include an additional Declaration & Undertaking section 
specifically for foundation governors and directors.  
 
Please can you ensure that these most recent forms from 2024 are used with your 
governing boards again this year - copies can be found here on the education 
website. 

 

 
 

10. STAFF, GOVERNOR  AND ADMISSIONS INFORMATION RETURNS 
 
 

Governor Details 
We will be asking schools to return information regarding school governors again this 
term including DBS details. Individual forms will be emailed to schools for return to the 
Diocese. 

 
Staff Details 
Schools will be asked to provide information for the following posts in their schools along 
with email contact details – Headteacher, Deputy Headteacher(s), Assistant 
Headteacher(s), Head of RE / RE Lead, RSE Lead, Prayer and Liturgy Coordinator, School 
Business Manager, PA to the Headteacher and School Chaplain. This will ensure our 
distribution lists are up to date. 
 

Admissions Details 
Once again, we will be  asking each school to submit their annual return indicating the 
number of pupils admitted by admission category.  
 
We would ask that schools return these forms to the Diocese by Friday 3rd  October.  
We appreciate that Governor details may be delayed given that some Boards may not 
have their first meeting until after this date.  
 
Please return all forms to Maggie via malgorzata.kowalska@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 
 
The Forms can also be accessed via the links below: 
 

For information ✓ 

For action ✓ 

For information  

For action ✓ 

https://educationshrewsbury.org/governance/
https://educationshrewsbury.org/governance/
mailto:malgorzata.kowalska@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
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Staff Details 

Admissions Annual Return Form Primary 

Annual Admissions Return Form Secondary  

 

11. ANNUAL GOVERNORS’ CONFERENCE 

 

Our Annual Governors’ Conference will take place on Saturday November 8th  at Blessed 
Thomas Holford College Altrincham, and the day will begin with Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Mark. 

This year we will have secured two Keynote speakers for our Conference, Our first 
speaker for the morning session this year is Dr Maureen (Mo) Glackin who is the 
National Religious Education Advisor for the Catholic Education Service. Mo will share 
her experience and insights as to how our Catholic schools and colleges are called to 
flourish in the ever-changing world of education. 

Our afternoon session will be led by Mr Ben Hill, His Majesty’s Inspector for Ofsted. Ben 
will be share with us the detail behind the updated inspection framework and will be 
able to respond to any questions and queries that governors may have. 

Please book your place at the conference via this link. 

 

 

12. CARITAS SHREWSBURY 

 
 

Thank you for your continued engagement with Caritas Shrewsbury and your ongoing 
support for this most important work across our Diocese. A copy of the 2024-25 impact 
report is attached to this newsletter and further information can be found on the Caritas 
Shrewsbury website. If you are unfamiliar with the mission of Caritas Shrewsbury, please 
do take a moment to familiarise yourself with their work and how they may be of support 
to your school community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For information ✓ 

For action ✓ 

For information ✓ 

For action  

https://educationshrewsbury.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/School-data-2025-2026-Form-1.xlsx
https://educationshrewsbury.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Details-of-pupils-admitted-to-Catholic-Primary-Schools-Sep2025-Form-1.docx
https://educationshrewsbury.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Details-of-pupils-admitted-to-Catholic-Secondary-Schools-Sept2025.docx
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4bJZhrMAYz8VDqRqICm6kw9r0dXQan548hXfy8dktXWbG0g/viewform
https://www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk/
https://www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk/
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13. GOVERNOR APPOINTMENTS  
 

 

 
 
A reminder that all Governors should be using a school email address for all 
correspondence in relation to their role as a school governor and not a personal email 
address.    
 
Should any parents serve as a foundation, community or co-opted governor, then we 
would ask that care is taken to ensure that the total number of parents does not make up 
more than 1/3 of the total number of governors. 
 
As we start the new term, can I remind schools and academies that although we 
welcome nominations for Foundation Governors from schools and Governing Bodies, 
potential Governors should not assume they have been appointed as a Foundation 
Governor until they have received notification of their term of office in writing, as it is the 
Bishop that makes the final decision on this matter. Particular care needs to be taken if 
you are considering transferring a Governor from a previous status (e.g. Parent to a 
Foundation Governor) as they must be formally appointed to the position of Foundation 
Governor.   
 
 

14. CHAIRS & VICE CHAIRS FORUM 

 

Following another successful series of meetings last academic year, we will continue to 
offer Chairs and Vice Chairs the opportunity to meet together this coming year and 
details of the termly meetings are given below. Booking is available via the Diocesan 
Website. 
 

Autumn Term 13th November 2025 

6.30 – 8.00pm 

St Wilfrid’s Catholic Primary School, 
Greenbank Lane, Hartford. CW8 1JW  

Spring Term 18th  March 2026 

6.30 – 8.00pm 

St Saviour’s Catholic Primary School, 
Seacombe Drive, Great Sutton. CH66 2BD 

Summer Term 18th June 2026 

6.30 – 8.00pm 

St Gabriel’s Catholic Primary School, Well 
Lane, Alsager. ST7 2PG 

 

For information ✓ 

For action ✓ 

For information ✓ 

For action  

https://educationshrewsbury.org/formation-development/ed-cpdf-opportunities/book-a-cpdf-course/
https://educationshrewsbury.org/formation-development/ed-cpdf-opportunities/book-a-cpdf-course/
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15. CHURCH LICENCE USAGE AGREEMENT 
 

 

A reminder that a Licence Agreement is required for events organised by the school that 
take place within a parish church and fall outside of the usual provision of a parish 
church.   

The Diocese has also made available a ‘joint event’ licence for those occasions when 
more than one school is involved in the same event which highlights that the schools 
who are signatories will be jointly and severally liable under the agreement. Copies of 
the single event and joint event licenses can be found on the Education Department 
Website. The Diocese suggests that the schools work on an agreed single risk 
assessment for the event that they are all content with, as five separate risk 
assessments for one event would be impractical in terms of understanding 
responsibilities. 

 
 
16. REGISTER OF ECTs 

 

 

 

Thank you to schools who informed us last term of ECTs starting this September. If there 
are any schools who wish to inform us of any late appointments, please can you use the 
link below by Friday 19th September. As in previous years we will then write to welcome 
any ECTs joining the Diocese this term.   
 

ECT Contact Details Form 

PRIMARY ECT INDUCTION 

Following feedback from last year, we have arranged face to face days  for Primary ECTs. 
 
• 1st Year Primary ECTs Induction will take place on Thursday 6th November from 

9.30am to 3.30pm 
• 2nd Year Primary ECTs Induction will take place on Thursday 13th  November from 

9.30am to 3.30pm 
 
Please use the links below to book a place: 
 
1st Year Booking Form  

2nd Year Booking Form 

For information  

For action ✓ 

For information  

For action ✓ 

https://educationshrewsbury.org/schools-academies/information-for-schools/
https://educationshrewsbury.org/schools-academies/information-for-schools/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEpJ7Qsf94KHkh9DX3vP5zZU1ePi3UNXsvDDosC18IG2Zjcw/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-yy_ABvrqbtwtCqbYsQyzlw0KFv_8mAmye5dkQESZsL0s7A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ai8g5SYppxux9Zp1ADsLcpYsXLHm3e7qEd-Cq3TSDrTSIw/viewform
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SECONDARY ECT INDUCTION  - VIRTUAL 
This session will take place virtually on Thursday 16th October from 3.45pm to 5pm. 
Please use the link below to book a place: 
 
Secondary ECT Booking Form 

 

 

17. UPDATED RSHE GUIDANCE 

 
 

On the 15th July, the DfE produced updated statutory RSHE guidance for implementation 
by schools in September 2026. The current guidelines remain in place for the academic 
year 2025-26. 

Ten Ten Resources have confirmed that they will be reviewing and updating their 
programme in the light of the new guidance so that your school curriculum remains fit-
for-purpose when the new statutory guidance comes into effect in September 2026.  

 
 

18. ADMISSIONS 

 
 

 
THE REQUIREMENT TO CONSULT EVERY 7 YEARS 

 
If your school has not consulted within the last 7 years, then please do so this 
academic year for your 2027-28 Admissions Policy. 

 
A reminder to all schools that the 2021 Admissions Code includes the requirement that 
admission authorities must consult on their admission arrangements at least once 
every 7 years, even if there have been no changes during that period. We are aware that 
a number of schools may find themselves within this ‘window’ this academic year and 
will need to formally consult for a minimum of 6 weeks between 1st October and 31st 
January. 

 
Please can schools ensure that governing boards adhere to this guidance and put in 
place appropriate internal and external arrangements to comply with this requirement 
from the Admissions Code. Full details can be found in paras 1.45-1.48 on pages 18 and 
19 of the 2021 Admissions Code which can be accessed here. 

For information  

For action ✓ 

For information  

For action ✓ 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZ80gh4jK6erZMgPYPpntEjZRgQHEO0pn7YSUKtrgf2mkxoA/viewform
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8i3wB3SnyVMG10SmlZ-dnFUDD1WNS94-GsFFOP3D9VIiZLN6CYDsvNNWNqKcjMYx2p0M0vEuecoaUEk1yIhlYexvUU43bwGCka1B_H5Hq8VDkqp7M&_hsmi=113569683&utm_content=113569683&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-code--2
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A reminder that Diocesan guidance regarding admissions was updated in September 
2023 with no planned updates for this academic year - full guidance documentation 
and Model Policies are available on the website. 
 
All communications relating to admissions should be sent to 
admissions@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 

 

 
19. EDUCATION DEPARTMENT QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
 

Thank you to those colleagues who were able to contribute to our questionnaire last 
academic year. A copy of the questionnaire findings is available on the Diocesan 
Website. 
   

 
 

20. NEW DIOCESAN WEBSITE 

 
 

The Diocese is looking to have a new website in the near future, and a key element is that 
we would like to visually capture life in the whole diocese – our communities, our 
churches, our schools, and more. We'd like to invite all of our parishes and schools to 
share any photographs they have so we can use them to realise this vision.  

It's important to note that we can only use imagery of people's faces when we have 
explicit permission from them. So if you don't have permission, you can send us 
photographs of people gathering where they are not clearly identifiable.  

We have also made it very easy to send them in; simply upload them at the link below. 
Please ensure that the appropriate parental permissions are in place. 

Photography Upload 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

For information ✓ 

For action  

For information ✓ 

For action ✓ 

https://educationshrewsbury.org/schools-academies/admissions/
mailto:admissions@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
https://educationshrewsbury.org/schools-academies/information-for-schools/
https://educationshrewsbury.org/schools-academies/information-for-schools/
https://www.dropbox.com/request/I3tawR9nKPAfMfa1hlbx
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21. OFSTED UPDATE BRIEFINGS 

 
 

 
Mr Ben Hill, HMI for Ofsted, will be offering an online webinar to our Diocesan schools on 
Monday 20th October at 10am, which will focus on the changes to the Inspection 
framework. The webinar is open to all Diocesan Senior Leaders and Governors and 
places should be booked via the link below: 

Ofsted update briefing for Senior Leaders and Governors Booking 

 

The Our Lady Help of Christians Trust is also hosting an in-person Ofsted briefing led by 
Mr Andrew Cook, Ofsted COO. This is taking place at 8.30am on Tuesday 16th September 
at All Hallows Catholic College, Macclesfield SK11 8LB. Please contact 
Enquries@olhoc.org.uk for further details or to reserve a place. 

 
 
 

22. KCSIE 2025 

 
 

The September 2025 version of the Keeping Children Safe in Education guidance is now 
in force, replacing previous versions. The DfE  list of substantive changes from can be 
found in Appendix F on page 184 of the full document which can be accessed here. 

 
 
 

23. SENIOR AND RESERVED POST APPOINTMENTS 

 

 

A reminder once again that the Diocesan Department of Education MUST be involved in 
Headship, Deputy Headship, Heads of RE and Chaplain appointments.  In addition, if 
schools and academies are seeking to appoint to posts that have a responsibility for 
Catholic ethos, then again, the Diocese must be involved.   
 
The updated 2024 Bishops’ Memorandum on the Appointment of Teachers also extends 
Diocesan involvement to all temporary positions, including Executive Headships and 
Heads of School. If schools are making temporary leadership arrangements, they must 

For information ✓ 

For action  

For information ✓ 

For action ✓ 

For information ✓ 

For action ✓ 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVzuc-fBQV2Pua4GCNIXNJAiSvoQ9iLHF6jHWFS0-JU3gl6w/viewform?usp=dialog
mailto:Enquries@olhoc.org.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68add931969253904d155860/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_from_1_September_2025.pdf
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also have these approved by the relevant Diocesan officer and have gone through an 
approved recruitment process. 
 
If schools are wishing to extend any temporary arrangements beyond existing 
timescales agreed with the Diocese, then please contact us at the earliest 
opportunity. 
 
Please ensure that the Diocese is contacted prior to any recruitment process 
commencing. 
 
The following documents are available on our website: 
 

• The Bishops’  Memorandum on the appointment of staff In Catholic schools 
(2024) 

• Appointing a new Headteacher – Guidance for Governors & Directors 
• Appointing a new Deputy Headteacher - Guidance for Headteachers & Governors  
• Appointing a new Head of Religious Education - Guidance for Headteachers & 

Governors 
 

 

 
 

24. FORMATIO NORTH-WEST CATHOLIC DIOCESE TRAINING PARTNERSHIP  

 
 

Catholic Middle Leadership Programme 

Teaching: The course will consist of termly in-person sessions. Course dates: 

• Day 1: Thursday 20th November 2025 
• Day 2 (Residential): Thursday 12th March 2026 (from 4pm) to Friday 13th 

March 2026 (all day) 
• Day 3: Thursday 11th June 2026 

Cost: £700 

 

Catholic Senior Leadership Programme 

Teaching: The course will be a blend of online learning and termly in-person sessions. 

Course dates: 

For information ✓ 

For action  

https://educationshrewsbury.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024-Bishops-Memorandum-on-the-Appointment-of-Staff-in-Catholic-Schools-002.pdf
https://educationshrewsbury.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024-Bishops-Memorandum-on-the-Appointment-of-Staff-in-Catholic-Schools-002.pdf
https://educationshrewsbury.org/schools-academies/information-for-schools/
https://educationshrewsbury.org/schools-academies/information-for-schools/
https://educationshrewsbury.org/schools-academies/information-for-schools/
https://educationshrewsbury.org/schools-academies/information-for-schools/
https://educationshrewsbury.org/schools-academies/information-for-schools/
https://www.nwcdtp.org.uk/page/?title=Catholic+Middle+Leadership+Programme&pid=28
https://www.nwcdtp.org.uk/training/catholic-senior-leadership-programme
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• Day 1: Thursday 13th November 2025 
• Day 2 (Residential): Thursday 26th February 2026 (from 4pm) - Friday 27th 

February 2026 (all day) 
• Day 3: Wednesday 10th June 2026 

Cost: £700 

 

Catholic Headteacher Programme 
 

Course dates: 

• Day 1: Thursday 16th October 2025 
• Day 2 (Residential):  Thursday 29th January 2026 (from 4pm) and Friday 30th 

January 2026 (all day) 
• Day 3: Friday 1st May 2026 

Cost: £700 

 

Aspiring to Senior Leadership Programme 

Dates for 2025-26 – Aspiring to Headship/Deputy Headship 

Cohort 1: 

• Session 1 – Application Process: Thursday 9th October 2025 4pm - 5pm (online) 
• Session 2 – Interview Process: Wednesday 19th November 2025 9.30am-4pm (in-

person) 

Cohort 2: 

• Session 1 – Application Process: Thursday 8th January 2026, 4pm -5.00pm 
(online) 

• Session 2 – Interview Process: Thursday 15th January 2026, 9.30am-4pm (in-
person) 

 
To register please go to https://www.nwcdtp.org.uk/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nwcdtp.org.uk/accompaniment-to-headship
https://www.nwcdtp.org.uk/aspiring-to-headship-program
https://www.nwcdtp.org.uk/
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25. KEY DATES THIS HALF TERM INCLUDING CCRS 

 
 

 
 
CCRS – please contact Anthony Timothy for details and bookings here 

The CCRS course resumes this month with in-person classes in Chester (subject to 
student take-up, at St Columba’s Church CH2 1PL) or an online study option, with two 
short seminars per module in either Birkenhead or Wythenshawe. Students are 
welcome to begin the course at the start of any module. Details are available here 
https://educationshrewsbury.org/formation-development/ccrs/ or from 
ccrs@dioceseofshrewsbury.org  

The online study timetable for this half term is: 

Wythenshawe Seminars for Online students – Old Testament module: Saturday 
mornings, 9.30am-10.45am, 13 September and 4 October 

Birkenhead Seminars for Online Students – Old Testament module: Thursday 
evenings, 5pm-6.15pm, 11September and 2 October 

Subject to student take-up, we will study the Church module in Chester, with two all-
day in-person classes (9.00am – 3.15pm) on Thursdays 25 September and 2 October  

CCRS comprises eight modules, which must be complete within five years. It has, for 
over a quarter of a century, enabled those responsible for passing on our Christian 
Catholic faith to gain a deeper knowledge and fuller understanding of that faith. CCRS 
is the only nationally recognised award of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England 
and Wales. New students are always welcome.  Please contact 
ccrs@dioceseofshrewsbury.org for details 

In-person Classes at The Newman Room, St Columba’s RC Church Chester 
 
Church Module – 25/9/25 and  2/10/25 – from 9am-3.30pm 
 
Sacraments Module – 20/11/25 and 27/11/25 from 9am-3.30pm 
 
Self-study with 2 seminars in person – please contact CCRS  for details 
 
New Testament Module – 13/11/25 and 11/12/25 (Wirral) and 15/11/25 and 13/12/25 
(Manchester) 
 
Old Testament Module – 11/09/25 and 2/10/25 (Wirral), 13/9/25 and 4/10/25 
(Manchester) 

For information ✓ 

For action  

https://educationshrewsbury.org/formation-development/ccrs/
https://educationshrewsbury.org/formation-development/ccrs/
mailto:ccrs@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
mailto:ccrs@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
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CPDF Autumn Term 2025: 
 

Date Time Course Title Venue 

23/09/2025 11am-12.30pm Induction for New 
Foundation Governors* 

Virtual 

23/09/2025 6pm-7.30pm Induction for New 
Foundation Governors* 

Virtual 

23/09/2025 2pm-3pm Termly Headteacher 
Briefings 

Virtual 

24/09/2025 10am-3pm COAST  TBC 

24/09/2025 2pm-3pm Termly Headteacher 
Briefings 

Virtual 

26/09/2025 9.30am-12pm School support under 
the  CSI Framework* 

Loreto Education 
Centre, Dunham 
Rd, Altrincham, 
WA14 4GZ 

29/09/2025 9.30am-3.30pm Christ at the Centre- A 
Course for Primary 

Practitioners - Module 1 

Our Lady and St 
Christopher 
Parish Hall, 52 
Barrack Hill, 
Romiley, SK6 3BA  

30/09/2025 6pm-7pm Termly Briefing for 
Governing Bodies* 

Virtual 

30/09/2025 1pm-3.30pm Induction for new RE 
Coordinators 

St John Henry 
Newman Parish 
Centre, Knutsford 
Road, 
Warrington,    
WA4 1JE 

01/10/2025 6pm-7pm Termly Briefing for 
Governing Bodies* 

Virtual 

02/10/2025 2pm-3pm Termly Briefing for 
Governing Bodies* 

Virtual 

07/10/2025 3.30pm-5pm Vine and Branches Year 
5 preparation for 

Prophecy & Promise 

Virtual 

08/10/2025 3.30pm-5pm Vine and Branches Year 
6 preparation for 

Prophecy &Promise 

Virtual 
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9/10/2025 - 
10/10/2025 

9.30am  Thursday - 
3.30pm Friday 

New Headteachers' 
Induction Programme 

The Park Royal 
Hotel, Stretton 
Road,  
Warrington,   
WA4 4NS 

14/10/2025 1pm-3.30pm Secondary RSE Lead 
Meeting 

Ellesmere Port 
Catholic High 
School,  
Capenhurst Lane, 
Ellesmere Port           
CH65 7AQ 

16/10/2025 3.45pm-5pm ECT Induction 
Secondary 

Virtual  

16/10/2025 9.30am-3.30pm New Chaplain Induction St John Henry 
Newman Parish 
Centre, Knutsford 
Road, 
Warrington,    
WA4 1JE 

20/10/2025 10.00am-11.00am Ofsted Inspection 
Update Briefing for 
Senior Leaders and 

Governors* 

Virtual 

20/10/2025 1pm-4pm Prayer and Liturgy CPDF 
support* 

Loreto Education 
Centre, Dunham 
Rd, Altrincham, 
WA14 4GZ 

21/10/2025 9.30am-3.30pm Primary Curriculum 
Working Party 

St John Henry 
Newman Parish 
Centre, Knutsford 
Road, 
Warrington,    
WA4 1JE 

22/10/2025 9.30am-3.30pm SHORE Meeting St Ambrose 
College, Wicker 
Lane, Hale Barns,              
WA15 0HE 

 

*These events are open to and appropriate for governors to attend. 

 
To book please follow the link to  BOOK A CPDF COURSE 
 

 

https://educationshrewsbury.org/formation-development/ed-cpdf-opportunities/book-a-cpdf-course/

