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RE & CATHOLIC LIFE NEWSLETTER – AUTUMN 2021 No 2



Dear Colleague

1. INTRODUCTION
Welcome back after the half term holiday. We hope you have found some opportunity for peace, tranquillity and rest for your soul. Our sympathies are with you if your half term has been spent in enforced isolation!
Sunday 31st October marked the start of COP26, the 26th meeting of the UN Climate Change Conference, here in the UK, in Glasgow. It has been heartening to see on Twitter so many of our school communities joining with the CAFOD Eyes of the World campaign, reminding those in government that the eyes of the world will be upon us during this time - that we need to be committed to climate action if we really are to “hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor” (Laudato Si). Perhaps as a school community you could pray the prayer below from CAFOD daily throughout the conference (31st  Oct to 12th Nov) and may the Holy Spirit guide our world leaders to make wise decisions now and for the future of all of Creation. 
Pope Francis asks each of us to recognise that everything is interconnected and interdependent and  to play our part in caring for the earth and all its people. He asks us to, “transform our way of living in the world, our lifestyles, our relationship with the earth’s resources and in general the way we look at people and live our lives”. He gave an address last week on Radio 4’s,Thought for the Day, saying that our world faces an “immense cultural challenge” of “giving priority to the common good” a challenge he invites us to accept daily. You can listen to the full Thought for the Day here: Pope Francis - Thought for the Day
He is inviting various institutions including families and schools to begin a 7-year journey to total sustainability in the spirit of Laudato Si, starting from 14 November 2021, the World Day of Prayer for the Poor. Pope Francis tells us, “There is hope…I would like to invite everyone to tackle this journey together, working together. Only in this way will we be able to create the future we want: a more inclusive, fraternal, peaceful and sustainable world.” 
Son of God, who chose to serve,
We pray that word leaders may serve the common good.
Help them to make wise decisions for our planet and its people,
Especially the poorest.
Help us to commit ourselves to work together
To protect the Earth, our common home.
May we care for one another, and for all of creation.
Amen

2. NOVEMBER: THE MONTH OF REMEMBRANCE
We return to school in a week that celebrates the Feast of All Saints and the Feast of All Souls (the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed). May we take the opportunity this month to remember those who have gone before us and to pray for the repose of their soul, that their soul might find eternal rest in God’s great kingdom of light. Alongside the Eternal rest, CAFOD have some beautiful prayers of remembrance that you may wish to introduce: 
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayers-of-remembrance
3. THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE POOR
Caritas Social Action Network (CSAN), the Bishops’ Conference agency promoting domestic social action, has collated resources in collaboration with Redemptorist Publications for the fifth World Day of the Poor. The day will be celebrated globally in the Catholic Church on Sunday 14 November 2021 and has the theme: “The poor you will always have with you” (Mark 14:7). 
CSAN has produced a PDF resource for parishes, schools and individuals, which includes a novena for World Day of the Poor and a See-Judge-Act exercise for groups. You can find the resources here: CSAN resources-for-the-world-day-of-the-poor-2021

4. ADVENT
Advent begins this year on 28th November. As we move into Year C we begin to hear from St Luke, the Evangelist, at our celebration of Holy Mass each Sunday. ‘Throughout the gospel, Luke calls upon the Christian disciple to identify with the master Jesus, who is caring and tender towards the poor and lowly, the outcast, the sinner, and the afflicted, towards all those who recognise their dependence on God… No gospel writer is more concerned than Luke with the mercy and compassion of Jesus’ (USCCB).  
The God Who Speaks have been focussing on St Luke during October as his feast was celebrated on 18th October. They have produced several resources to support us as we journey through Luke’s Gospel this coming liturgical year, including their ever-popular posters, downloadable for free, and a Day-by-Day Family Reading Plan to encourage spending time each day with God’s word. Click on the link to find further links to the various resources: 
godwhospeaks.uk/serve-with-luke
5. ‘WHAT MUST WE DO?’: Liturgical prayer for Advent
On the Third Sunday of Advent, we will hear the question, ‘what must we do?’, asked three times of John the Baptist. John reminds the crowds of Isaiah’s call to ‘Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight’. How are we preparing to meet Jesus? How are we straightening winding roads and levelling mountains? 
On 14th December, 4.00-5.00pm, we will hold ‘What must we do?’, our Diocesan Liturgical prayer for Advent at Our Lady and the Apostles in Shaw Heath. We are so blessed to have such gifted children and young people, and such supportive, committed staff in our Diocese happy to share their time and giftedness in the creation of this opportunity to gather in prayer and worship. As last year, the hour will be livestreamed from Our Lady and the Apostles and we would love our schools and colleges to contribute, whether reading, in song, or with their artistic talents. Please do get in touch if you wish to be involved.
As with our Lenten liturgical prayer, we are looking for contributions of art from our children and young people. In answer to ‘What must we do?’ we are exploring the following:
· Go to Joseph
· Imitate Mary
· Care for all of Creation (‘to hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor’)
· Celebrate family
We would love to include artwork from our diocesan schools on all four answers to the question, ‘What must we do?’ Please upload completed artwork either as a scan, or a digital photograph (scan is preferred) here: [image: ​Folder icon] What must we do - A Liturgical Prayer for Advent
6. [bookmark: _Hlk85534323]CARITAS AT CHRISTMAS: Appeal 2021
Caritas Shrewsbury writes: 
The last two years have been particularly difficult for everybody due to the pandemic. As Christmas approaches, Caritas share concerns about growing financial strain and the serious pressures on people’s mental health, especially the most vulnerable in our communities.
Last year many schools stood beside Caritas with their fundraising which helped us provide hampers and gifts for those in need. We are so grateful for this generosity.
The Caritas at Christmas Appeal is once again asking for your help to support those in need this Christmas. All donations received from your fundraising will go towards providing heating, light, food and toys to those on the poverty line. We would be grateful if all donations could be received by 3rd December 2021. Online giving is also available through Give Tap, links can be found on our website: https://donate.givetap.co.uk/d/kqksg812?qr-id=website 
For the letter to schools and appeal posters, please see Appendix 1 and 2.
7. FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION
On the weekend of 9th to 10th October, Pope Francis opened Synod 2021 to 2023 with the theme, "For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission". This is to be a journey of sharing, reflecting, and listening at all levels across the entire Church. 
You can find out more about the synod and what the Church means by synodality by following this link https://slmedia.org/blog/what-is-the-synod-on-synodality. This synod calls us to change our ways of doing things, in order to become more and more who we truly are as a Church: walking together, amidst the entire human family humanity, guided by the Holy Spirit. Through this synod, the Church is saying: the voice of everyone matters because God can talk though anyone.
In his pastoral letter on 17th October, Bishop Mark wrote to all in the Diocese highlighting the importance of “giving time to the silence of prayer and being attentive to all we have received in Scripture and Tradition” in order to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit.(see A Pastoral Letter On Journeying Together - To be read at all Masses on Sunday 17th October 2021 - The Diocese of Shrewsbury - The Diocese of Shrewsbury for the full text).
The official Vatican website for the synod can be found here: https://www.synod.va/en.html and thought provoking questions can be found here on our website: The Diocese of Shrewsbury - The Diocese of Shrewsbury
8. THE GOD WHO SPEAKS: Creation Commandments
Father Michael Hall writes, “In the course of writing my series of articles “Between the Testaments”, it has been my privilege to get to know the work and thought of the Methodist scripture scholar, Margaret Barker.  Margaret has kindly given the “God Who Speaks” initiative permission to republish a series of articles on “Creation” which she originally wrote for the Moravian Church. These articles – many of which refer to Margaret’s lifetime study of the Jerusalem Temple – are particularly relevant as we approach the UN climate change conference (COP26) which is being hosted between 1st – 12th November at the SEC centre in Glasgow. We felt that Margaret’s ten articles almost gave us a set of “Creation Commandments”, and that is how we have re-titled each of the articles. 
We have made a few additions to her collection. These include an introduction, an action point and a short prayer at the end of each of these commandments in order to help us prepare for the forthcoming climate change conference. Margaret stands as an example to us in the way that she mines the sacred scriptures for deep truths but expresses these truths in an understandable and relevant way – not least because she is talking about something of major importance to us all – the future of the beautiful world which God has made.”
The first six Creation Commandments can be found here: The God Who Speaks

PRIMARY	 
9. YEAR SIX: JUSTICE
A gentle reminder as teachers of Year 6 begin the Justice topic: please remember that, although still currently part of the scheme, teachers should not be teaching about Jean Vanier. 
However, please do still explore the important work of the L’Arche Foundation. 
10. CAFOD and MISSION TOGETHER
Please refer to the attached PDF presentations from CAFOD (Appendix 3) and Mission Together (Appendix 4) for all the up-to-date information on their current resources, including resources on Fratelli Tutti, The Feast of All Saints and Advent.
11. ADVENT RESOURCES
A number of resources for Advent have been uploaded to the shared area on the website: Resources/ Prayer and Liturgy Resources/ Primary/ Advent. Don’t forget the password: Diocese20.
If you have any resources to share, please do forward them to Jake Murphy at the Curial Offices      stating the file path and folder they are to be uploaded to. jake.murphy@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 
12. THE GOD WHO SPEAKS: Christmas resources
Bible Society has a variety of resources for Advent and Christmas including children’s booklets for KS1 and KS2. Find out more here: Celebrate Christmas with Bible Society! - Bible Society
SECONDARY
13. FAITH JOURNEYS IN SCIENCE
Radio Maria England is a Christian voice in your home, broadcasting Christian music, prayer and teaching, on digital radio (in Cambridge and London) and online. 
Radio Maria has produced a series of podcasts that explore the relationship between Science and Faith from a Christian perspective. See  Science and Faith - Radio Maria 
14. BBC CLASS CLIPS: KS3 A to Z
The BBC houses an animated A to Z guide for pupils aged 11-14 that explores and introduces a variety of religious topics. The clips are taken from the original BBC series, A-Z of Religion and Beliefs.
Alongside each film, there is more information about the content and suggestions of how it could be used in the classroom.
BBC A to Z of Religion and Belief
15. BIBLEDEX
An interesting website I came across recently is Bibledex, which has a short video about every book in the Bible, including extra videos about particular verses or other points of interest. The website comes from the University of Nottingham and features staff from their Theology and Religious Studies department. The videos offer an interesting introduction to each book of the Bible providing a context for the book that may be helpful to staff and students alike. 
Bibledex - Expert videos about every book in the Bible
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
16. LITTLE AMAL: The Walk
Meet Little Amal, a 3.5 metre-tall puppet of a young nine-year-old refugee girl, created to represent all displaced children. She is travelling over 8000km, from Turkey, through Europe, ending in the UK. The Walk is a unique and ambitious travelling art festival organised by Good Chance Theatre in collaboration with Handspring Puppet Company, that brings artists, cultural institutions and community groups together in the countries Little Amal visits. Her message is “Don’t forget about us”. But at a time when the world is still fighting the Covid-19 pandemic and when anti-immigrant sentiment is present in certain countries, The Walk does not come without its challenges. 
In the Studio - Little Amal: The Walk - BBC Sounds has Cagil Kasapoglu meeting the people involved, including artistic director Amir Nizar Zuabi and general manager Sarah Loader, who travel with Little Amal across borders and seas. 
Little Amal comes to Manchester on 3rd November. The Walk with Amal reminds us to not forget about the displaced children around the world, many of whom are separated from their families, but to welcome all refugees with love and with open arms.
Little Amal, the 3.5 metre-tall puppet may be a helpful way in to discussing the plight of migrants and refugees, how we are called to show solidarity with them and how we need to work for a more just society where all can live in freedom and peace.
17. THE TABLET
The Tablet, the international Catholic weekly publication, is seeking schools that would like a free weekly copy of The Tablet for their school. It would be a fantastic resource for staff and students. They are asking their readership for people to sponsor the free copies into schools. 
If your school would like a copy of The Tablet, please email Amanda Davison-Young, the CEO of The Tablet at adyoung@thetablet.co.uk
18. RELIGION AND WORLDVIEWS
In summer 2021, Culham St Gabriel’s Trust commissioned research through Savanta to understand more about public perception of an education in religion and worldviews. The findings are very interesting and can be found here: Public Perception - Culham St Gabriel's (cstg.org.uk).
Alongside the results is an infographic you may wish to share and information slides for Primary and Secondary that are available for download. The results of the survey could be the start of some interesting conversations about the importance of religion and worldviews today.
In addition, the National Geographic Society went to 22 countries to ask the question, Who is God? This short video offers a range of responses. Again, maybe a springboard to asking the question within your own communities: Who Is God? | Street Spirituality - YouTube 
CPDF
Our CPDF offer for this year has been sent to all schools as a pdf from Sue Jenkinson at the Curial Offices. We have a wealth of sessions on offer for your continuing professional development and formation. It is certainly worth having a look at the document and signing up in the usual way via the website.

Upcoming CPDF:

Secondary Deputy and Assistant Headteacher Forums:
3rd November – Catholic Life & Mission – St Thomas More Catholic High School, Crewe

Secondary Heads of RE (SHORE):         
23rd November – All Hallows Catholic College, Macclesfield

Secondary Chaplains (COAST): 
9th November – Virtual session

Secondary RSE Lead Meeting
16th November – Cardinal Newman Catholic High School, Warrington

North West Diocesan Hub – General RE Meetings 
10th November (6th Form College) – Virtual session
17th November (11-18 Schools/Colleges) – Virtual session

All the above courses are bookable through the Diocesan website by following the link below:
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/education/courses/book-a-cpdf-course

CCRS (Thursday sessions):
New Testament Module – 18th November, 25th November & 2nd December

CCRS (Online modules followed by seminars in person):
Sacraments Module – 8th November (publication of online module), 9th December (Birkenhead seminar) & 11th December (Manchester seminar)
Please book directly through ccrs@dioceseofshrewsbury.org

And finally…

The Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe is the Day of Special Prayer for Young People. In September, Pope Francis announced that World Youth Day will be celebrated on a diocesan level this year on this feast day. The theme for this day is “Arise! I make you a witness of what you have seen,” inspired by Jesus’ words to St. Paul recorded in Acts 26:16.
The pope praised young people for their resilience throughout the coronavirus pandemic, which has claimed more than 4.7 million lives worldwide. He said, “All over the world, we saw great numbers of individuals, including many young people, helping to save lives, sowing seeds of hope, upholding freedom and justice, and acting as peacemakers and bridge builders… Whenever a young person falls, in some sense all humanity falls. Yet it is also true that when a young person rises, it is as if the whole world rises as well. Young people, what great potential you have in your hands! What great strength you have in your hearts!”

Knowing what great potential you have in your care, let us daily be witnesses of what we have seen and continue to share the Good News of God’s love for us, and inspire the children and young people of our diocese to ‘Arise!’ 
(Full text of the address:    
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/youth/documents/papa-francesco_20210914_messaggio-giovani_2021.html)

God bless,

Julia and Cath
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