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NEWSLETTER

 Spring Term 2021 No.2


DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION NEWSLETTER – SPRING 2021 No 2



Dear Colleague


1. INTRODUCTION

At the time of writing I am anticipating what the Prime Minister will announce in terms of a return to school for all pupils, but anticipate that as ever the time between now and Easter will be an extremely busy one for schools and during that period we will continue to offer any support that we can in order to assist Headteachers, Governors and their staff with the challenges they face.

2. DEPARTMENTAL TEAM

From 22nd February both Julie Johnson and Julia Cunningham will no longer be on furlough in anticipation of the number of senior appointments we will now need to make in order to ensure that schools have the right structures in place for September 2021.

3. SUPPORT FOR SENIOR APPOINTMENTS, HEADS OF R.E. AND SCHOOL CHAPLAINS

Departmental staff are now available to support recruitment to those posts in schools that are reserved for practising Catholics and the Diocese must be represented at all such appointments, even if they are temporary or confirming temporary appointments.  As we have changed slightly the process of who supports appointments, then I thought it would be useful to remind colleagues of the current process:

Headteacher & Deputy Headteacher: Damian Cunningham for schools in Manchester, Shropshire, Stockport, Tameside, Trafford, Warrington, Telford and Wrekin and all academies and secondary schools.
Julie Johnson for primary schools in Cheshire East, Cheshire West and Chester, Halton and Wirral.

Secondary Heads of R.E.:  Julia Cunningham

School Chaplains:  Cath Duffy

If you intend to make any of the above appointments and do not already have dates in place, please contact the relevant personnel as soon as possible as available dates are now restricted as all appointments will have to be made by 31st May 2021.
4. OFSTED

The latest guidance from Ofsted is as follows:

We have reviewed our plans for the inspections of schools, early years and further education, which were due to begin next week. In light of a change in emphasis from the government and clear advice to ‘act as if you have the virus’ over the next few weeks, we have decided that all planned inspection activity will be carried out remotely until March 8 at the earliest.
We have sought regular advice from Public Health England and we remain satisfied that our planned on-site activity would be safe and appropriate under current restrictions. However, the new government messages and the practical challenges of deploying inspectors across England  have prompted this change.
It is still our understanding that any inspection this term will be of those schools who are in a category or have been judged RI at the last two section 5 inspections.  Full details of these monitoring visits can be found on our website at Information For Schools

5. ADMISSIONS POLICIES

Many thanks to all those schools who have submitted their admissions policies for 2022-23 to the Diocese.  For those schools which have been out to consultation, the final policy needs to be formally adopted by the Governing Body by 28th February 2021.   The finalised policy for 2022-23 should be sent to the LA and Diocese by 15th March 2021 and published on your school website.  If you have not made any changes to your admissions policy this year can you please ensure that the policy for 2022-23 has the correct dates for the closing date, and the date when the waiting list will be closed.  I would also remind colleagues in schools that are likely to have an appeals process that arrangements for appeals have been slightly altered as a consequence of the pandemic, allowing hearings to be done either by a written submission or virtually.  Details of these revised arrangements can be found by following the link below:
Changes to school admissions - appeals

6. RELATIONSHIP AND SEX EDUCATION AND HEALTH EDUCATION UPDATE

RSE Governor Information Sheet
The Bishop has requested that each governing body should appoint a Foundation Governor as a link RSE and Health Education Governor.  In order to assist governing bodies in this we have created an information sheet, which can be accessed via the link below:  http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Information-For-RSE-Governors.docx
It is intended to be a guide to be adopted and adapted by governing bodies to align with other link roles that governors may have.  In order to support the newly appointed RSE and Health Education Governor we will be offering two virtual training sessions on Monday 15th March at 2 p.m. and Tuesday 16th March at 6.00 p.m. These sessions will be recorded and available on the Education Department YouTube site.  There will be further dates in the Summer Term.  If Headteachers or Subject Leads for RSE wish to join, then they would be very welcome.  Click here to book a place:  RSE and Health Education Governor Training - booking form
In addition to the above training we will be holding a series of meetings for RSE & Health Education leads.  Details to follow.
We are aware that there are a small number of schools who had not intended to use any of the resources specified by the Bishop and therefore will need to go through a phased transition period as they adopt the specified resources.  In order to assist those schools who are now in that position we would not expect them to have adopted the specified resources until the Autumn term – September 2021.  However, currently there is still an expectation from the DfE that the RSE & Health Education curriculum is in place and being taught by the start of the Summer Term 2021. 
[bookmark: _Hlk64616822]There will be further guidance on the use of supplementary materials, as some of those materials may also be associated with published secular resources.  If those resources support Church teaching and centre on the dignity of the human person, then there is no reason why these could not continue to be used to supplement the curriculum.
7. MANAGING THE MEDIA

A reminder to schools that the Diocese has a Press Officer, who is often contacted directly by the media if they are about to publish a story regarding a Diocesan school.  If a school is approached by the press, they should refer them either to the Diocesan Press Officer or the LA Press Officer but do not issue a direct statement. If a school is approached by the press in these circumstances, they must contact the Diocese immediately so that we can co-ordinate a response on their behalf.  Schools should also remember that there is no such thing as off the record! 

8. CPDF PROGRAMME
Many thanks to those schools and colleges who continue to support the CPDF programme offered by the department.  All courses in the Spring term will be virtual sessions and are bookable through the Diocesan website by following the link below:

http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/education/courses/book-a-cpdf-course
The following courses are being run this half term: 
25/2			Morning of Spiritual Reflection led by David Wells
4/3			New Headteachers’ Induction – Session 4
9/3			NQT/RQT Induction, Primary Schools – Spring Term Session 2
10/3			COAST – Spring Term Session 2
11/3			Primary Curriculum Working Party – Spring Term Session 2
16/3			Primary Deputy & Assistant Headteacher Forum
17/3			SHORE Meeting – Spring Term Session 2	
23/3 & 24/3	RE Co-ordinator Meetings

9. UPDATES FROM CES
CES Census
Thank you to those schools who have already completed this year’s CES census return.  On behalf of the CES we would ask those that remain outstanding to arrange for this to be completed and submitted as soon as possible. 

We are aware of the problems that schools are experiencing and understand that some may have difficulty in submitting their census file on time. If you have any issues please let us know so that we can liaise with the CES on your behalf.

10. 
GOVERNORS

We will be writing to a number of Foundation Governors over the next few months regarding possible re-appointment following the end of their term of office in August.  If you are aware of a change of address for any of your Governors could you please let Sue Blackwell know on sue.blackwell@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 

11. MORNING OF SPIRITUAL REFLECTION LED BY DAVID WELLS

A reminder that we have been able to secure the services of David Wells to lead us in a morning of spiritual reflection on Thursday 25th February from 9.30am – 12.00pm.  If it is that schools will reopen on the 8th March it would be a good opportunity for us all to come together as a Diocesan family to reflect on our mission before we face what will inevitably will be a very demanding time. 

If you would like to attend this virtual session but haven’t yet booked a place, please click on the link below to complete and submit the short booking form:

Morning of Spiritual Reflection, 25 February - booking form

We have the permission of David Wells to record this session so it will be available after the event.

12. YOUTUBE CHANNEL

A number of schools have asked if we record the training we deliver, and although initially we did, we were having problems with storage as the size of the files was too big for our server.  We have now created a YouTube channel onto which we will now upload future training sessions, including the Morning of Spiritual Development led by David Wells.   Schools need to follow the link below and press the subscribe button to enable access to departmental videos:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn0BiDKl9YqcATbVAzYBdlQ

13.  CELEBRATION OF HOLY WEEK

Following the very successful Advent service that we were able to live stream to schools, we are proposing to offer schools access to a similar service during Holy Week on Tuesday 31st March 2021 at 4.00 p.m.   The format will be similar to the Advent service with a series of readings, reflections and pre-recorded hymns.  If any school would be able to contribute to the pre-recorded materials, then please contact julia.cunningham@dioceseofshrewsbury.org  

14. SCHOOLS OCCUPATION
The Trustees will be issuing a Schools Occupation document to Governors this week and there is a link to the document below:
Schools Occupation Document
A copy will be sent to individual schools in March.  There is no need to return a signed copy, but Governing Bodies will need to minute receipt and acceptance of the document at its next full governing body meeting.

15. SHREWSBURY YOUTH MISSION TEAM
SYMT – LENT 2021
It doesn't seem long ago that we were talking about Advent, but Lent is now upon us.
For this Lent season we have chosen the theme 'Into the Wilderness: A Survival Guide'
The last year has been particularly difficult for young people, their sense of loss and isolation is very real. The Shrewsbury Youth Mission team want young people to know that they are not alone, not only are there others to support them, but Jesus walks alongside them every step of the way.
Our hope is that this theme will help young people to develop the tools they need to survive the wilderness that they have found themselves in. Over the Lenten season we will be exploring a ‘Wilderness Toolkit’ including ‘items’ such as prayer, the sacraments, fellowship, and charity.
We pray that you have a blessed Lent. As always, do get in touch if there is any way SYMT can support you, your school or parish.

Coming up this Lent:

YouTube live stream
Monday Morning Live	
Start your week with a cup of coffee and SYMT. We'll be discussing faith, life along with a bit of fun.
Mondays, 9.30am
Clergy Café	
The team are joined by a different guest each week to talk about the variety of vocations and missions within the Church.	
Wednesdays, 4pm we are currently in the midst of a Religious life Special.

Check out our YouTube Chanel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1niEUKZHCnaTdOp3jsnW9Q

Downloadable Resources
Activities, scripture, reflection, prayer & a challenge for each week of Lent.
Available at: https://www.symt.org.uk/resources/	  

Explore Lent
3rd March - Live from St Peter's Hazel Grove
17th March - Live from St Edward's Runcorn	
 
Guide to Holy Week
A guide for young people to each liturgy of Holy Week followed by live streaming from around the Diocese.

The Collective
An online group for young adults aged 18+ to have fun, meet others and grow in faith.
Next meeting is a talk by Sr Linda Pergega FDC followed by an opportunity for Q&A.
Thursday 4th March, 7pm

2nd Annual Altar Servers Day

“The Wilderness – A Survival Guide for young people”
Altar servers day
27th March 2021

We are delighted to be sending you out the information for the Second Annual Altar Servers Day. As I’m sure you will understand we are gutted that this event won’t be face-to-face, but we hope that your young people will be able get something from the day, even if it is virtual. 
The theme for the day will be “The Wilderness – A survival guide” and will run from 10am till 2.30pm on Zoom. There will be times of prayer and reflection alongside activities, games and lots of fun. 

This year we are putting an age restriction of 10 to 18 years old. Each participant will be sent a participants pack the week before the event. 
With the event being virtual it will bring with it some important instructions that need to be followed. 
1. The consent form must be downloaded and filled out by all participants and sent back to youth@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
1. Joining instructions for the day will be released on the 26th March at 5pm – we ask that these are not shared as this will be a closed event. These instructions will be emailed to the address given on the forms.
1. For safeguarding reasons only the people who are named on the forms will be admitted to the event. Anyone unknown to us will not be admitted.
1. The closing date for all participants is the 12th of March 2021.
1. All adults wishing to join the event should contact sandy.fairley@dioceseofshrewsbury.org  
This is the link to the downloadable consent form: https://www.symt.org.uk/altar-servers-day/

The draft timetable for the day is:
10.00               Zoom Opens 
10.30               Event Starts 
                        Introductions and ice breakers 
                        Bishops Welcome 
11.00               Session 1
12.00               Break
12.30               Ice Breakers
12.45               Session 2 
1.45                 Closing Liturgy Prep
2.00                 Closing Liturgy
2.30                 Zoom Call Closes 

Please do encourage your young people to get involved. We look forward to hearing from you.



Something for your newsletter:
What: 2nd Annual Altar Servers Day
“The Wilderness – A survival guide”
Prayer and reflection alongside activities, games and lots of fun.
Where:           Zoom
When:             27th March 2021 – 10-2.30
Who:   Any young person 10 to 18 who serves in the parish (or at least did before last March)
How: interested – send an email to youth@dioceseofshrewsbury.org and we will send you all the information you need.


Best wishes for the coming term
Damian
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